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opportunity to communicate their message to the nation; be it ,
therefore, resolved that the Legislature of Nebraska declares
March 20-26 as Agriculture Week in Ne b raska and March 20 as
Agriculture Day...yesterday was Agriculture Day; I celebrated it
with the we ather, I hope ea c h o ne of you did also ...in
conjunction with Na tional Agriculture Week . That t h e
Legislature u rges a ll Neb raskans to honor and thank Nebraska
farmers and ra nchers b y enc ouraging their s upport of and
participation in National Agriculture Week in Nebraska. I will
give you a little bit of history. In 1980, National Agriculture
Day was designated a n official n a tional o b servance by the
P resident an d th e Congress and we have celebrated it since. A
few stat>sties that I am proud to read a re th at 2 .2 m i llion
American farmers provide food and fiber for 251 million people.
And, if you break that down, that's each farmer p roduces f ood
and fiber fo r 11 4 other people and I think it's produced very
reasonably. People in the United States can purchase their food
for an average outlay of 14.4 percent of their after-tax income.
This is down from about 20 percent, 25 years ago. And an
interesting s t atistic as t o wh at ' s h ap pening in the United
States, eating at home takes 9.7 percent of the after-tax income
and eating out takes 4.7 percent. Farmers get 25 cents of the
consumer's fo od doll ar spe nt fo r foo d rais ed on the United
S tates farm. That's again down from 32 cents, 20 years ago. O n
an average, a one pound loaf of bread contains 3.5 cents w orth
of wheat an d a half cent worth of other farm products. Four
cents o f yo ur loca l bread goe s ba c k to agric ulture or
agriculture related business. This is the last statistic I will
read to yo u. Agriculture, in a broa d sen se, encompasses
production inputs made for farmers, farming, itself, and the
processing, transportation and ret ailing t hat mo ve food and
fiber from the farmers to c onsumers. The economic act ivity
employs 21 million p eople an d acc ounts for 17 percent of the
nation's gross national product. I wou ld encourage y o u to
support this resolution.

PRESIDENT: Thank you . Any fu rther discussion7 If not, the
question is the adoption of the resolution. All in f avor vote
a ye, o p p o sed n a y . Rec or d , M r . C l e r k , p l ea se .

CLERK: 23 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of LR 337.

PRESIDENT: The reso lution i s adopted. Mov e on to Ceneral
F i l e , LB 76 4A .
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